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THE ATTACHED STATEMENT WAS USED AS THE 
BROADCAST ON 17-11-67. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
E.W.S 5625/67. 
THE HON. THE MINISTER OF WORKS: 
I enclose a general statement on the water situation 
after the first six weeks of the present campaign to save 
water. This statement is suggested as the basis of publicity 
releases to give a true appreciation of the success so far in 
controlling water supply this year. 
A copy of this minute has been forwarded to Mr. Malan of the Premier's Department. 
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17.11.67 DIRECTOR AND ENGINEER IN CHIEF 
COPY FOR MR. MA LAN, PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT. 
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THE FIRST SIX WEEKS OP THE WATER QUOTA. 
Published figures of water consumption since the beginning 
of October have shown that the consumption of water in Adelaide 
was less than the announced quota for the first two weeks and 
that in the next four weeks the quota was exceeded. After six 
weeks, the consumption was 60 million gallons above the target 
figure, and Adelaide had used 3^ 530 million gallons against the 
quota of 3,470 million gallons set by the Engineering and Water 
Supply Department. This situation can be regarded as proof that 
the public response to the request to carefully use water has 
been good. 
The quota system was designed cm quite long term averages of 
water demand throughout the Adelaide summer, and allows for 
increasing temperatures and consequential increases in demand 
through October to peak levels in January. From thereon, shorter 
days and easing temperatures normally allow for falling consumption 
rates and the mid-March quota has been set at the same target level 
as now applying. 
This last October was several degrees WoJter than the average 
conditions on which the quota was based, and the water consumption 
was held* There can be no doubt that the co-operation of the 
Adelaide householders and Adelaide Industry, Commerce and Public 
Bodies led to the satisfactory results achieved. Actual 
consumption for October was 3,000 gallons per capita. In years of 
free use there is a tendency for October consumption to rise by 
nearly 200 gallons for every degree increase in the average 
temperature, and this can be slightly mitigated by rain. This 
year we had 56 points, well below normal. 
The question is being asked by some "Why not rationing?" 
There is no one clear answer to this and yet the present policy 
is believed to provide the better way. If first stage rationing 
were applied, and garden water restricted to hose in hand, the 
consumption would still have been near the present level. There 
are many ways to save waterJ and a co-operating public can do more 
in this than can be achieved by the application of rules that have 
to be enforced. Some may say that the request to each individual 
to go carefully in all water usage imposes too greatly on the 
conscientious member of the community. Perhaps it does, but 
restrictions do not solve this. There is little point in saving 
in the garden if water is used profligately in the bathroom and 
laundry. 
The present appeal for water care has been heeded by most 
and the same care can see the summer through. The appeal is too 
hold water consumption about eight per cent below normal and 
accustomed usage.. This does not mean the complete abandonment 
of your lawns and garden, but a careful approach to all use of 
water, both in and out of the house. It means re-use of water in 
industry and commerce wherever this can be achieved. 
Success in the save water campaign does not mean that daily 
consumption quotas will not be exceeded hot days, but rather 
that water will be used as the precious commodity that it is. 
The record for the first six weeks, where the target quota was 
met within 1.8 per cent in spite of some very hot days, shows that 
the present campaign can sudceed. 
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